Fovant Parish Council  


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2007 
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Cllr N Knowles  (Chairman)



Cllr S Mitchell



Cllr Mrs A Harris



Cllr Mrs P Story



Cllr R Bell



Cllr Mrs C Hunter



Cllr A Leppard



Cllr T Weston  (arrived 8.15 p.m.)

In attendance;
Mrs E Young  (Clerk)  District Councillor Mrs Green; County Councillor T Deane, PC Mark Steele and PC  Mark Littlewood  and two members of the public

Apologies:
Cllr K Grant   (business)

Declarations of Interest:  There were no declarations of interest and the Register was signed by the Chairman

Reports:  
Community Police: PC Mark Steele confirmed it was a period of change with the Community Police Force; whereas the Tisbury & Mere district had previously been manned by 8 Constables under one sergeant, this would now be reduced to only one Constable and one Community Volunteer – a reduction of approximately 80%.  He would be taking over as Beat Manager at Tisbury and he was keen to hear from the public through Parish Council meetings and other meetings and problems in the area.   This was a low crime area and speeding traffic was a main concern.  He would be working a flexible shift pattern to keep the area covered.  In answering questions, he confirmed the 999 call was for emergencies only and that although the 0845 number was still not satisfactory, it should be used.

WCC Report:  County Councillor Deane reported:
· WCC Highways had produced a list of FY07/08 road repairs – but very few for south Wiltshire, Road surfaces had deteriorated where water had softened up foundations and was presenting a bigger maintenance problem for the Highways team which had limited funding. 
· New government speed limits for villages were being issued to Parish Councils 

· Where necessary, finger posts were being renewed

· The Parish Steward programme would include weed treatments to reduce ragwort on verges. 
· The  policy for heavy vehicles routes was being reviewed and Highways were to introduce HGV restriction on the B3089 at Willoughby Hedge

SDC Report:  District Councillor Green reported:

· The WCC unitary authority proposal would be reviewed by the Home Office in April 2007
· The Hindon Lane development in Tisbury had been adopted into the Local Plan
· SDC Western Area Committee had refused 3-tier container stacking at Westfields, Dinton.
· Tisbus service was going from strength to strength although the Wiggly Bus service had had it’s WCC grant withdrawn and may have to cease due to lack of funding.
Public Question Time:  In answer to a question regarding a recent application from the Pembroke Arms to extend their licensing hours, the Parish Council agreed to minute that  members of the public whether within or out of the vicinity of the public house,  should be encouraged  to write in to Salsibury District Council with their representations for or against the recommendations.  SDC Licensing Committee would then have to consider these.
06/86
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6 FEBRUARY 2007   (already circulated)

Cllr Mrs Harris proposed and Cllr Mrs Hunter seconded these were accepted as a true record.  Council agreed nem con and the Chairman signed the Minutes accordingly.

06/87
MATTERS ARISING  (from the last meeting and if not already on the agenda)

(a)
Council agreed the proposed Council Meeting dates for FY 07/08 and noted the Village Hall would be closed on 3rd July.  Clerk to check with the Rainbow Centre.
Action: Clerk
(b)
Council took note the reconditioned notice board had been installed at the Rainbow Centre.

(c)
Fovant and Sutton Mandeville Fete – Council had agreed use of the Recreation Ground subject to receipt of a copy of their public liability insurance during the period of the Fete in June 2007
(d)
Housing Needs Survey:  Cllr Leppard circulated new Government guidelines, drawing the attention of Council to the Minister’s statement regarding future sales of ‘Affordable Housing’.
06/88
PARISH REPORTS
(1)
Highways:  Cllr Mrs Story reported 
    (a)
The Parish Steward would be attending to verge weeds in May.   Church Lane was a priority.   There was a review of the water flow at Oakhanger Barn and a recommendation the gravel should be built up to divert the water.

    (b)
Proposal for 30 mph speed restriction at the junction A30 to Fovant High Street.  The Chairman thanked Mr Davies for his excellent reports and summary.  Advice had been taken from Highways and speed limits were under review.   Joint Transportation had agreed the road markings needed repainting.

   (c)
Fly posting:  It was noted that there continued to be ‘fly-posting’ around the village - this was illegal, and such signs should be removed.  There were a number of notice boards in the village together with a community magazine for advertising of local events.  
   (d)
Wheelie bins: information regarding the introduction of wheelie bins into the village will be made available in Three Towers with a contact number for queries.

(2)
Transport   The Chairman noted the withdrawal of funds for the Wiggly Bus and expressed his dismay that this once-a-week Saturday evening community service could be jeopardized. 
(3)
Village Hall  Cllr Mrs Harris reported:

    (a)
Hall insurance obligations had been advised to the Village Hall Chairman. 
    (b)
The plans for the extension were still to be submitted.  A total of £5000 in grant aid had been received which would assist with work to introduce improved disability WC facilities. 
    (c)   A further fund raising evening Call My Bluff would take place on 16 March  but there would not be the Annual Village Lunch  on 28 April this year as volunteers could not be found. 
(4) 
Neighbourhood Watch/TCSP meetings:  Cllr Bell
   (a)
Minutes of the last meeting of the TCSP were tabled for circulation to the Council. 
   (b)
The co-ordinators for Fovant Neighbourhood Watch were at full strength.
(5)
Youth Issues: Cllr Mitchell reported that there was to be a general review of equipment needed and any requested for grant aid would be made after the review was completed. 
(6)
Rights of Way :  Cllr Mrs Harris reported 

     (a)   the fallen tree obstructing FP1 had not yet been moved, but arrangements were in hand. 
     (b)   it was proposed to help clean the bench  by the waterfall at the junction of the A30 and Brook 

Street bridge.  Council agreed unanimously to a cost not exceeding £25.00

(7)
Playground:  Cllr Mrs Hunter and Cllr Weston

     (a)
Cllr Leppard reported no problems with the playground safety.  The report was signed by the Chairman

     (b)
Council agreed to purchase two Wickstead mobile plastic nut covers to cover contingencies

     (c)   Safety bark had been delivered and it was agreed there was enough to meet current needs.
06/89
R2 FUNDED PROJECTS
     (a)
Climbing Frame:  invoices had been received from :  Domoney for £137.47; The Active Toy Co  for £214.45;  Continental Ltd for £41.75 and TST Outdoor Toys for  £290.00.  SDC to receive copies of the invoices for R2 funding transfer of £575.91 excluding VAT. Council agreed nem con to authorise immediate payment of the invoices from the PC account.        Action:  Clerk
     (b)
Clerk to contact Secretary of Fovant Cricket Club to request details of their estimates for R2 funded equipment.







       Action:  Clerk
     (c) Council took note that SDC had advised that £1600.48 of adult R2 funding would expire in August this year if not used.   It was noted that the Cricket Club requirement and re-turfing of the Recreation Ground goal ends would utilize this fund.  In the meantime, any requests for out-door recreation scheme funding should be made to the Parish Council as soon as possible. 
06/90
FINANCE

Financial Balances as at 7 February 07:


Current a/c 0448705

£1073.85









Reserve a/c 4124602

 £2070.35









Clerk’s Fund a/c 4245523
   £780.80

(a)
Council received and accepted the Receipts and Payments statement up to 7 February 2007

(b)
Proposed by Cllr Leppard and seconded by Cllr Mrs Hunter, Council approved nem con the following payments:

662
p.v. 50
Turf and Stuff Co (R2 Funded Climbing Frame bark)   
             £1314.00

663
p.v. 51
EA Young  salary Jan/Mar 07(Scale 21 £9.348 per hour x 18 x 3)    £  504.79

664
p.v. 52
Active Toy Company ((R2 Funded Climbing Frame)

   
 £  214.45

665
p.v. 53
Mrs EA Young  exes Jan/Mar 07 (Fax/Tel 10.00; Office  18.75


Postage  6.79; Travel  £27.16) 




              £   62.70

666
p.v. 54
TST Outdoor Toys (R2 Funded Climbing Frame)


  £  290.00

667
p.v. 55
Continental Limited  (R2 Funded Climbing Frame)


  £    41.75

668
p.v.56
Domoney Limited (R2 Funded Climbing Frame)

              £  137.47

 (c )     Council agreed nem con to advertise in April and May for 07/08 Parish Council S137 grant applications from the village organizations.




Action:  Clerk
06/91
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING - 24 April 2007
(a)
Affordable Housing:  it was hoped to invite members of Community First to speak on the results of the questionnaire on Affordable Housing in Fovant


Action:  Clerk
(b)
Draft agenda was agreed and local organisations to be invited to report.
Action:  Clerk
06/92
COUNCIL ELECTIONS   3 MAY 2007

(a)
Nomination forms received from SDC were circulated to all Parish Councillors

(b)
Councillors were requested to promote and encourage prospective candidates to come forward to stand for election as Parish Councillors within the community.
A copy of the publicity materials and nomination forms would be made available at the Village Store and Post Office.
06/93
PLANNING

(a)  Plans reviewed by Parish Council
S/2007/0174
O/L application Buckhurst & Creg-Ny-Baa, Tisbury Road: demolition and construction 



of ten 3&4 Bed dwellings with garages and access roads:  not supported

S/2007/0374
Brandicove, Brook Street  extensions & raised roof for 4 Bed accommodation:  supported subject to conditions

S/2007/0395
Brimm Close:  Change of use from Agricultural to Paddocks & Boundary Fencing and construction of 2 x Stable buildings;  not supported 

(b)  Plans determined by Salisbury District Council

S/2006/2643
Orchard House:  new single dwelling and garage to rear – SDC refused

S/2006/2506
The Old Farmhouse, Church lane: Trees in Conservation Area – not refused
S/2006/2376
Cobblers, Brook Street: Trees in Conservation Area – SDC Approved

06/94
TREES IN THE LANDSCAPE:   Cllr Leppard tabled a map of the Fovant environs showing the main areas of tree growth within the Parish.  He explained that the next stage is to identify the most prominent and/or important and valuable trees or groupings. This work was ongoing. 
06/95
CORRESPONDENCE
(a)
Councillors noted invitation to attend Sustainable Communities Bill rally on 26 March in London

(b)
Councillors noted receipt of “Elect the Lords” campaign notice

(c)
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust fundraising circular:  Council abided by its policy not to subscribe to national charities. 

DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS:   

Annual Parish Meeting:  Tuesday 24 April 2007  Village Hall at 7.15 p.m.
Annual Meeting & Council Meeting  Monday 14 May 2007 Village Hall at 7.15 p.m.

Future Schedule
Tuesdays:  3rd July;  4 September;  2nd October;  6th November;  4th December; 5 February 2008 and 4th March 2008.   It was agreed to hold Tuesday 5th June as a possible planning meeting after the Council Meeting in May.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

Any item for inclusion at the Parish Council meeting must be notified in writing to the Clerk for consideration of acceptance in accordance with the Parish Council Standing Orders at least 7 days in advance of the meeting.  Notice of the next meeting will be posted on the Parish Council notice boards at least three working days prior to the date of the meeting.

The Minutes of the Parish Council meetings are published on the notice boards, the PC web site (www.couthwilts.co.uk/site/Fovant-Parish-Council/index/htm) and a synopsis in Three Towers Community magazine
Minutes subject to approval at the next Council meeting

